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In Sweden there is a winter tradition.  Boxes of sand are placed somewhere outside 
the church near the entrance of the building. Candles are available to be used and 
placed in the box for people entering the building or walking by to light one and 
stand it in the sand. When the tradition began and for what reason is unclear, but  
it is believed that because Sweden experiences much darkness during the inter, it is  
a way of bringing light to the night. It is a declaration of hope. 
 

Christmas arrives at the darkest time of year. God has a way of entering the world  
at all times but seems especially attuned to the darkest times, when desperation and 
despair are powerful. It was such a time when Jesus was born and Jesus became a 
light in the darkness. But here is what we too often miss; Jesus’ did not expect to  
be the lone light in the night. Jesus expects that each of us, who calls our self “his 
followers,” would add to that light. One candle breaks the darkness, but many  
candles brighten the night. 
 

It is Christmas, so let us be reminded that it is time to light our candle and keep it  
lit year round. Let our lights keep the fears of darkness away. Let our lights give us 
courage to see and confront those things that taunt us and stimulate our need to hide 
and be silent. Let us see the lights of others who also contribute to brightening the 
night. Let us be grateful to God for not leaving us alone in the dark, trembling  
without hope. Light always defeats darkness. Let your light shine remembering  
that God is a God of light and hope and wants us to hold our candles high.    
                                                                                     Merry Christmas!    Don 
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Life Journeys     
 

Death         November 29         Carolyn Hennig 

Would you like to provide flowers some Sunday morning? A new sign-up chart 
for those wishing to provide flowers or a plant for Sunday morning worship now 
awaits you.  All the 2019 dates are listed on the small table just outside Sarah’s 
church office door.  

Stewardship Update -  There is still time to submit your pledge  
for the 2019 fiscal year.  We have not yet met our goal of $259,483, 
as required by our budget; to date we have only recorded pledges 
for $198,476.  We hope you will consider making a pledge if you 
have not already done so.  Thank you or supporting the mission  
and programs of our Church.  We cannot do this without you!    



  
 

 Looking back, a season and spirit of gratitude fills South Church -   
 

    To those who shared their nativity sets adorning our windowsills in the sanctuary. 
 

 To those who erected the outdoor nativity set.   
 

To Bill Clark for his creative carpentry surrounding the Communion table during the season.      

To Huntington Common who hosted the South Church residents, several of our Deacons and 
Rev. Don and his wife Nancy, for a luncheon together. 

 

To all of you who provided poinsettia plants, which made their way to homes and care facilities  
where many of our members now reside.     

 

 Many thanks for the most generous response to our efforts of providing  warm hoodies and  
 Dunkin Donut cards in support of Grace Street Ministry who in turn support those experiencing 
 homelessness in Portland as winter settles in now.    

 

 And a hearty word of gratitude for ALL who offered time, service, baking, moving furniture, 
 welcoming visitors to the Chili/Chowder luncheon during Prelude as well as our Women’s  
 Association sponsored craft fair.   A great success, all around!   Proceeds from the luncheon 
 will be used to support our group for the end of March mission trip to Back Bay Mission in MS.     
 A special word of thanks to our friends at Atria who prepared and donated ALL the chowder 
 again this year.  Great things happen when we work together!! 

 

 Thank  you to all the participants of this years Pageant. What a beautiful way to celebrate the 
 story of Christmas by raising children's voices in song! 
 

 Thanks to our faithful Christian Soldiers the Spofford, Grabowski, Ruel, McKinney and Ewy  
 Families for all your extraordinary efforts with Advent Wreath Making, Live Nativity and  
 Pageant.  
 

  Many thanks to all the Middle School children of our Youth Group who baked and delivered  
 cookies and Christmas Cheer to members or our church who are currently unavailable to attend  
 services. 
 

  Looking ahead for Youth Group we are planning an Ice Skating Party and also a Movie Night in 
 the New Year! 

   

Indeed, there is much for which to give thanks. 



Annual Meeting Invitation 
 

We invite you to attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 20, in the Community House  
immediately following the worship service. Our snow date is January 27. Help us plan for a light  
lunch by signing up downstairs if you would. Again this year, it is  prepared by Steve and Megan Ogden 
before the business meeting.   
 
Our meeting is an opportunity for fellowship with others as well as a chance to reflect upon the  
ministry we share together.  Our officers, boards  and committees have worked faithfully to strengthen 
our ministries and their reports reflect a strong spirit and program here at South Church. We will learn 
more of our church at work both locally and abroad, as well as vote on the proposed budget for 2019.  
(An information gathering regarding the budget and proposed by-law changes is set aside for January 13 
after the worship service for any questions)  Annual Reports will be available that same day. 
 
 We look forward to your presence and continued support as we gather for Annual Meeting.   
 
  
   
   
 
 
 

WARRANT FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
  

The Annual Meeting of South Congregational Church United Church of Christ of Kennebunkport, 
Maine is hereby called to take place following the worship service and lunch on Sunday, January 20, 
2019 (snow date January 27) in the Community House, then and there to act on the following business, 
to wit: 
  
  Article 1 To receive the reports of the Minister, Officers, Boards and 
   Committees of the Church. 
 
  Article 2 To see what action the Church will take on the proposed budget 
   as prepared by the Board of Trustees and recommended and    
   presented by Central Board, and to authorize the Treasurer to 
   expend funds in accordance with the budget as adopted. 
 
  Article 3 To elect all the necessary Church Officers, Boards and Committees 
   in accordance with the By-Laws. 
 
  Article 4 To hear and act upon any further business to legally come before 
   this gathering. 
 
  
Given under my hand and seal of said Church of Kennebunkport this First day of January 
in the year of our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen. 
 
  
       Sandra Nichols, Clerk of the Church 

  



INTERIM UPDATE 
The reason for a congregation to have an interim time is to have the best  
possible transition from the last settled pastor to the next settled pastor and 
to have a clearer focus of the congregation’s and the community’s needs.  
Interim is an active time of ministry filled with anticipation. It is not unusual 
for some people to feel anxious and desiring the calling process to be 
resolved quickly. For the best interest of the congregation and the future,  
it is wise to carefully use the interim time to clearly understand who you are 
in this time and place.  As people change over the years, so does the church 
and/or community. Conditions and needs may have changed since that last 
pastoral transition. This is the time to reexamine and have clarity of what 
ministries the congregation needs to be focused upon in this day while  
anticipating what will be required in the future. After examining current  
conditions, then the qualities and skills desired in the next called pastor will 
become clearer. 
 

Much is expected to be accomplished in the interim time, but an error is to 
avoid not allowing the congregation to initially breathe (for the lack of a  
better term). For a few months, allow all things to continue as have been. 
Continue committee work, worship and all other ministries and activities 
without concern for establishing a profile development or search committee. 
All pastoral and congregational needs are being met.  There will be ample 
time to properly complete the profile development and search process. Gift 
yourself and the congregation the time necessary to reflect, imagine and  
simply be the church. I believe you will find it to be a useful, well spent and 
quality time.           Don Hammond 
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The deadline for submitting newsletter  
articles is the 15th of each month by 
emailing to: sarah@southchurchucc.org.    


