
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   

To everything there is a season", and the season of transition is upon us at South 
Church.  We are transitioning from Summer into Fall.  We have moved from  
9:30 service, to our 10:30 service with Sunday school returning, along with our 
outstanding music program.  And, most importantly, we are transitioning from  
our much loved, but retiring minister, Reverend Charles.  While we will all  
struggle with the loss and the change after 27 years, we also believe that our time 
together was a gift and that Charles has earned this time to step back and enjoy his 
retirement.  We will miss him very much, but he will remain with us in spirit, and 
as our Pastor Emeritus!  It was unanimously voted at the September 19 Central 
Board meeting. This is an honorary title, it is given to a retiring pastor as a way  
for the church to recognize such service.  It is a title that Rev. Charles certainly  
deserves and accepted with deep gratitude.     
 

And, I am delighted to report, we are transitioning to a new Interim Minister.  
Central Board has approved the Personnel Committee's recommendation of  
Reverend Donald T. Hammond as our interim, beginning in November!    
Rev. Hammond is a member of First Congregational UCC Church in Boise, Idaho.  
He has an excellent history of successful interim callings, having served in that  
capacity for at least 12 interim ministries, from Honolulu, HI  to western MA.  By 
all accounts (references were checked and the Conference vetted him thoroughly) 
he is an intelligent, kind, humorous and effective Interim.  Reverend Hammond 
currently lives in Idaho with his wife, Nancy so they are use to winters!  They both 
look forward to joining us here!   In the meantime, we have some excellent supply  
ministers that will help us with coverage and we get a bit more time to adjust to 
this season of change and transition.  We are thankful that we were so blessed to 
find an Interim that is so uniquely qualified for South Church and we all pray that 
Rev. Charlie is safe, settling in and enjoying the next step in his transition.     
 

Patti Berger, Central Board Chair 
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Life Journeys  
Weddings   September 8     Emily Shrood and John Dickinson 
                       September 15   Caitlin Finn and John Merry IV 
            September 29   Amanda McNamara and Daniel Evans 
 

Baptism      September 9    Morrison Gray Jordan 
 

Deaths       September 8      Robert Henry Brown, Jr.      
                   September 22    Terrance G. Farrell 
                      September 23    Eunice Lorraine Carr 



  
  

We welcome youngsters nursery- age 6 to join together downstairs at the church.  Children  
ages 7-11 are invited to come to classes in the Community House.  All ages begin together in the 
worship service through the “Words to Children”.  Classes take place every week except the first 
Sunday of the month when children are invited to stay in church with their families to receive 
Communion. 
 

Sunday School  

Fall Bible Study 

Fall Bible Study with Burt Howe has just  
begun, Mondays – October 22, 10:00-11:00 am. 
at the Community House.   
 
“What Does the Character of Faith Look Like?"  
Join us for a  discussion based study of the "Fruits 
of the Spirit" as "character builders".    
Good company and conversations. 
 

Fall All Church Picnic 2018 

 

Dear South Church Families, 
 

I am so pleased to share word that a new Youth Group for children entering the 6-8 grades will 
be starting this fall!  Children entering 6th grade are of course still welcome to continue coming 
to Sunday School. I also hope to have 7th and 8th graders will come to Church School as helpers 
for our younger incoming children. 
 

I have been working with the Christian Education Committee and Rev. Charles gathering ideas 
for the Youth Group Program. Some of them include a visit to a Synagogue, a museum trip to 
see the Bible in art, hosting a Biblical dinner and visiting the Good Shepherd Food Bank in  
Auburn to name just a few. 
 

I wanted to reach out to families that may be interested to see when might work best for you in 
terms of scheduling. Potential times are Friday after school and also Sundays after church. The 
program would meet about every 4 weeks and is open to one and all so do bring a friend. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you about what will work best for your family. I feel very  
blessed to have this opportunity to continue nurturing your children's spiritual foundation as  
they go forward into their middle school years.    Blessings,  Megan 

New Youth Group Opportunity  



 

Message from the Deacons 
 “As we transition to new beginnings, let us come together in worship, with music and light  

to carry us forward, and God’s grace to surround us.”  
 

In the coming month of October, the Deacon-in-Charge will include these words as part of the  
opening message for each Sunday service.  It is in recognition that, although we will miss Reverend 
Charles and may be anxious about the future, the Light of God’s spirit still shines brightly at South 
Church because that Light is in our hearts and deeds.   
 

For the past 27 years, the Deacons have been blessed to serve the spiritual life of our faith commu-
nity with Reverend Charles. Now our role extends to guest ministers, the interim minister, and, in 
the future, our settled minister.  During this transition period, we feel a special calling to support 
you, our South Church community, and to offer ways for you to be involved with us. These include: 
 

The Ministry of Caring:  At present, we have volunteers, both deacons and other church members, 
who regularly visit those who are unable to attend church and who have expressed interest in having 
these visits.  We will be extending the Ministry of Caring service to include church members home 
and recovering from illness, surgery, or are temporarily homebound for other reasons.  If you know 
someone who would like a visit or if you wish to volunteer, please contact Karen Searles   
ksearle9277@gmail.com 
 

Prayer Circle:  The Prayer Circle consists of a group of volunteers who will offer prayers upon  
request.  If you wish to join the prayer circle or to request special prayers, please contact Margie 
Chew kbport522@yahoo.com 
 

Ushering: Welcoming those who come to South Church for Sunday service is especially important 
during a time of transition.  A sign-up sheet for ushering is on the side table in the hallway.   

Going to Biloxi?  Yes We Are! 
Last January, Reverend Charles reserved the week of Saturday March 30 to Saturday, April 6 for the 
2019 South Church trip to the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi. All of us who have gone in  
the past know how much we learned about service, community and faith from the experience. We’ve 
had amazing support from our congregation and have shared our learnings with you through  
presentations, conversations, and involvement in local mission activities.   We want to continue to  
offer the Biloxi opportunity to our church community.   An informational meeting will be held after 
church in late October-early November.  A specific date for this meeting will be announced soon.  
 

This trip will be organized by a small group of volunteers from previous trips. Peter Sentner and  
Susan Walters have agreed to be part of the planning group. We are looking for a few more volunteers 
to share the responsibilities. It will take more than two of us to fill Charlie’s shoes!   
If you would like to help with planning, contact Susan (mainebeachroses@gmail.com)  or  
Peter psentner@spurwink.org). 
 
If you are thinking about going on the 2019 trip, please send an email to Peter or Susan. Expressing 
interest is not a commitment, but will help with planning.   It’s not too early to get your name on the 
list!  
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“ In Greek, there is more than one word for ‘time’.  ‘Chronos’ is that which 
is measurable, able to be tracked.  Our word ‘chronology’ comes from this 
root word.  It has precision to it and is that which we are perhaps most  
familiar in our daily lives; be it school bus times, appointments across  
town, travel schedules and the like. 
 

The other word is ‘Kairos’ which has a sense of completion or fullness in 
time.... God’s time.  We plant a garden and the seed packet says 14-21 days 
to see growth.   It could also say, ‘Kairos’, when the time is right and fit-
ting- the garden will display new growth.   When will a baby take her/his 
first steps?  About a year, plus or minus.  ‘Kairos’ or ‘God’s time’ is when it 
will take place. 
 

We often more comfortable with ‘Chronos’ in living our lives.  Yet perhaps 
we would benefit from giving more attention to so much in our lives that is 
taking place in ‘Kairos’ .   South Church enters this arena in our time of 
transition; watching and listening as we live in ‘God’s time’ as to what and 
who and when are all revealed.”    
                                Taken from September 2, 2018 sermon by Rev. Charles 
 

“ My bags packed I am ready to go…” 
  

                       Happy Trails to you!! 


