
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 
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  (Nursery Care provided) 
 

Sunday School    10:30 am 
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You Should Know   

Howard Thurmond – theologian and civil rights leader- served as  Dean of Marsh 
Chapel at Boston University 1953-1965 and penned these prophetic words that speak 
to us at this juncture of faith and the calendar:   

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the 
kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the  
work of Christmas begins: to find the lost,  to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,   
to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, to 
make music in the heart.” 
  

As we await the arrival of the magi– the three kings- on Epiphany and we prepare  
for our Annual Meeting, we are reminded of what the birth of Christ and the ministry 
of South Church is all about ~ sharing and spreading the gospel light.  We look back 
upon our celebration of the Word becoming Flesh in Bethlehem .  We look forward 
of how this transforming event will re-shape our lives in the new year.  In a world 
greatly in need of care and compassion, civil discourse and genuine hospitality; we 
commit ourselves to go forth from the manger.   The work of Christmas now begins. 
  

Rev. Charles 

South Congregational   Church United Church of  Christ 

   Winter Storm Statement -It is our general practice  
not to cancel Sunday morning worship due to snow/ice 
storms, though the gathering may take a different form  
and perhaps take place as a small group downstairs in  
the library area.  This is due primarily to the fact that our 
minister is a three minute walk from the church.  
However, when such conditions exist—it is also our belief that NO ONE should  
travel if he/she is uncomfortable on the road regardless of staff position or other  
responsibilities. Specifically, this has been communicated to David, our choir  
director and organist (who in turn communicates this to the choir), to Megan Grassi  
and Beth Gachowski, Co-Church School Directors (who in turn communicates  
this to Church school teachers and nursery care provider) and is applicable to the  
Deacon in Charge, all ushers, coffee hosts, greeters and the like.  
 

 Road conditions vary greatly in different parts of our community, snow plowing of 
 driveways vary equally, and power outages hit different areas of our community for  
 varying periods of time. Simply put, do not come if you do not feel safe. The key  
 factor here is road conditions. If there were other overwhelming concerns that were  
 life threatening, a decision to cancel may take place. In that case, an effort would  
 be made to place notification with local television stations and if possible on our  
 church answering machine.  



  
 

  
 Looking back, a season and spirit of gratitude fills South Church -   
 
    To those who shared their nativity sets adorning our windowsills in the sanctuary. 
 To those who erected the outdoor nativity set.   

 

To Bill Clark for his creative carpentry surrounding the Communion table during the season.  
 

To Megan and Beth for a wonderful Live Nativity along with the Ruel family who provided the 
 goats.  In addition, our thanks to this year’s Pageant in music so well done and meaningful. 

 

  To the generous response of over 35 hats and 50 mittens for our area elementary schools. 
 

To Huntington Common who hosted the South Church residents, several of   
our Deacons and Rev. Charles for a luncheon together. 

 

To all of you who provided poinsettia plants, which made their way to homes  
and care facilities where many of our members now reside.     

 

 Many thanks for the most generous response to our efforts of providing  warm 
 hoodies and Dunkin Donut cards in support of Grace Street Ministry who  
 in turn support those experiencing homelessness in Portland as winter settles 
 in now.  In fact, at least two other businesses and a Daisy Scout program   
 joined in the effort.  As we go to print, a total of 105 hoodies113 DD cards along with many 
 scarves, hats and gloves were distributed by Rev. Charles and volunteers.  Well done ! 

 

 And a hearty word of gratitude for ALL who offered time, service, baking, moving furniture, 
 welcoming visitors to the Chili/Chowder luncheon during Prelude as well as our Women’s  
 Association sponsored craft fair.   A great success, all around!   Proceeds from the luncheon 
 will be used to support our large group for the April mission trip to Back Bay Mission in MS.     
 A special word of thanks to our friends at Atria who prepared and donated ALL the chowder 
 again this year.  Great things happen when we work together!! 

    

Indeed, there is much for which to give thanks. 

Gift of Candlesticks In Memory Of Betty Grant 
 

New silver candlesticks are in place for the start of  
the holiday/Advent season!  Elizabeth Grant and  
King Montgomery gifted these to South Church in 
memory of Elizabeth’s mother, Betty Grant, who  
died last January.  Central Board gratefully accepted 
these candlesticks, which happily duplicate in style 
and pattern those being retired.  Betty Grant was an  
ordained deacon in the Episcopal Church, and  
passionate about both her faith and her life-long  
connection to Kennebunkport.  The candlesticks  
are a fitting symbol for Betty’s wish to help spread 
Corrected photo of candlesticks, taken by Elizabeth Grant 



Annual Meeting Invitation 
 

  We invite you to attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 21, in the Community House 
immediately following the worship service. Our snow date is January 28. Help us plan for a light lunch 
by signing up downstairs if you would. Again this year, it is  prepared by Steve and Megan Ogden  
before the business meeting.   
 
  Our meeting is an opportunity for fellowship with others as well as a chance to reflect upon the  
ministry we share together.  Our officers, boards  and committees have worked faithfully to strengthen 
our ministries and their reports reflect a strong spirit and program here at South Church. We will learn 
more of our church at work both locally and abroad, as well as vote on the proposed budget for 2018.  
An information gathering regarding the budget and proposed by-law changes (will be mailed separately) 
is set aside for January 14 after the worship service for any questions on the proposed budget and/or 
modifications to our bylaws.  One more way we strive to be sharing of information and be available for 
any clarifications.   Such practice helps us to be efficient, effective as well as transparent in all our ef-
forts.  Annual Reports will be available that same day. 
 
  We look forward to your presence and continued support as we gather for Annual Meeting.   
 
   
 
 
 

WARRANT FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
   

The Annual Meeting of South Congregational Church United Church of Christ of Kennebunkport, 
Maine is hereby called to take place following the worship service and lunch on Sunday, January 21, 
2018 (snow date January 28) in the Community House, then and there to act on the following business, 
to wit: 
  
  Article 1 To receive the reports of the Minister, Officers, Boards and 
   Committees of the Church. 
 
  Article 2 To see what action the Church will take on the proposed budget 
   as prepared by the Board of Trustees and recommended and    
   presented by Central Board, and to authorize the Treasurer to 
   expend funds in accordance with the budget as adopted. 
 
  Article 3 To elect all the necessary Church Officers, Boards and Committees 
   in accordance with the By-Laws. 
 
  Article 4 To see what action the church will take on the proposed by-law 
   changes recommended by Central Board. 
 
  Article 5 To hear and act upon any further business to legally come before 
   this gathering. 
  
Given under my hand and seal of said Church of Kennebunkport this First day of January in the year of 
our Lord Two Thousand Eighteen. 

 
 Sandra Nichols, Clerk of the Church         



South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

www.southchurchucc.org 
 

The deadline for submitting newsletter  
articles is the 15th of each month by 
emailing to: sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

                                                                                      
 

Would you like to provide flowers some Sunday morning? A new  
sign-up chart for those wishing to provide flowers or a plant for Sunday 
morning worship now awaits you.  All the 2018 dates are listed on the 
small table just outside Sarah’s church office door.  

A quiet yet significant ministry that goes forth from these doors is 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  We have supplies of yarn and direction if you 
are willing/able to knit.  We also invite you to take one of these finished 
shawls for friend or neighbor with attached card of care from the South 
Church family. 

Life Journeys     
 

         Baptism   December 24       Maddox Gable Seremeth 
 

         Deaths      November 30       Daan Troost 
    December 9        Eric P. Harrison 
                          December 22        Raleigh Thomas Blanchard III 

 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.   
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  

                                                                        Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

The office will be closed on January 15 for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birthday. We encourage acts of volunteer service this day or week in his 
honor. 


