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Christ and reaches out to 

all through the  
Holy Spirit. 
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Despite the demands of the season I love Christmas.  The celebration surrounding 
Jesus’ birth is filled with excitement, anticipation and love.  Nevertheless, it is  
possible to get lost in the excitement and become disconnected to what really  
happened when Jesus was born. 
 

Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish philosopher and theologian, wrote a parable useful 
for helping us to keep focus on the significance of Christmas.  William Willimon 
condensed the story: 
 

  “Kierkegaard tells about a king who fell in love with a lovely servant girl.  
He wanted to tell her of his love, but he wanted to approach her in a way in which 
she might freely and willingly love him. Because he was king, he could easily 
overwhelm her.  She most probably would respond in fear or even have a deep 
sense of respect for him but could she love one so high and so remote from her  
and her world?   After all, he is king. 
 

  The king devised a plan.  He took off his royal robes and dressed as a  
poor peasant.  He slipped away from the palace, descended into the village below, 
and lived as a poor peasant.  There he wooed the young woman.  Making her  
acquaintance, he gradually got to know her and she gradually got to know him.  
Eventually, she grew to love him.  They moved toward marriage.  At last he 
revealed himself to her as king.  They shared life together from that day forward, 
recipients of true love.” 
 

Such is the story of what happened at Christmas.  May this Christmas be a day 
when we remember what lengths God has taken to be with us and to share life and 
love with us. 
  
Peace, Hope, Joy and Love, Don 

   Life Journeys 
 
Deaths  November 8  David Joseph Micca 
  November 19  Esther Rohrs 



  
  

Christmas Mitten Tree 
Once again we will be  
displaying our special tree  
in the front entrance.   
We look forward to having  
it filled with warm mittens for 
our elementary children in 
our local schools. Let us have 
it over flowing with warmth 
and showing our Christmas 
spirit. 
  
 

             Our Advent-Christmas gatherings   

   
December 1  Advent Wreath Making after  
             worship upstairs in the Community House 
 

  December 6     Live Nativity  - 6:00pm 
                           front steps of South Church 
                          following Dock Square Tree lighting 
 
  December 7     Prelude Craft Fair  (CH)  
                           Chili/Chowder Luncheon (CH) 
 
  December 1     1st Sunday of Advent 
     Communion Sunday  
       
 December 8     2nd Sunday of Advent 
                                 
 December 15    3rd Sunday of Advent 
                          

 December 22   4th Sunday of Advent  
    

 December 24         Christmas Eve     
             4:00pm Family Worship Service 
 

                        7:30pm Lessons and Carols   
 

  December 29  10:30 am Worship  
 

  January 5       Communion Sunday Worship 

Your hands and hearts are welcome to 
help pack and/or deliver Holiday Food 
Baskets on Friday, December 20, at the 
Sea Road Christian Church. This is a 
community wide effort of our area 
churches to offer assistance to local  
families.   
 

As in the past we invite you to 
share one of your Nativity sets  
for display in our sanctuary   
windowsills during  this coming  
Advent/Christmas  season. 

Youth Group grades 6-12 - Card making 
and cookie decorating  December 15 after 
church. Please look for an Evite in your 
emails soon in regards to this event for time 
and planning purposes. If there is anyone 
who has not been sent evites  for the past     
2 youth group activities, and wants to be 
included, PLEASE let us know to add you 
to the list. 



The Circle of Giving gift shop offers our congregation a unique opportunity to choose  
alternative gifts for friends, loved ones, neighbors, teachers, and others, and to reconnect with 
the real meaning of Christmas. Each year, the Outreach Committee selects charities for the 
“shop,” always including a mix of local, national and global organizations.  
 
When you make a “purchase” by contributing a donation to one of the charities, you will re-
ceive a card noting that a donation has been made to a particular organization, and a short in-
formational card about the charity. This will allow you to present a gift card to a recipient ex-
plaining the gift made in their name.  
 
The shop will be open during coffee hour, beginning the Sunday after Thanksgiving through  
December 22nd.   
 
For 2019, we offer the following opportunities to give and support 12 unique organiza-
tions:  
 
Caring Unlimited      Heifer International 
Community Harvest     Lucky Pup Rescue 
Community Outreach Services    Special Surfers 
Doctors Without Borders     Travis Mills Foundation 
Good Shepherd Food Bank    Water For People 
Habitat For Humanity     York County Shelter Program 
 

You Should Know  

Committee reports are due in the office by December 27(or before) to be included in the church's  
Annual Report.   Emailing them is the most helpful.     
 

Annual Meeting date is January 19, 2020, light lunch provided. (Snowdate January 26). 

What’s in a Name (Tag)?  Our current church name tags are easy to read, but the pin  
attachment can damage clothing.  Experimenting, King Montgomery ordered a few  
alternate name tags as a test, with a magnetic  
fastener and a photo of South Church (pictured here,  
2 7/8th x 7/8th inches).  These are prettier and less  
damaging to clothing, but the print is smaller and  
they are a bit heavier—not ideal for delicate fabrics.   
Some folks have asked for name tags like King’s;  
if you’d like one, let him know by January 1st so he can place a group order 
(approximately $10 each) (kingmontgo@aol.com). (If you have a pacemaker or any 
electronic medical device, please check with your doctor that magnetic tags are safe to 
wear; this tag does have a pin option if you prefer). 



           Update from the South Church Search Committee 
  
The search committee had its first meeting with Central Board Chair, Patti Berger, on October 3rd.  This 
first meeting focused on brief introductions of one another and a more lengthy introduction to some of the 
UCC resources we would be using over the next many months. 
  
On October 16, we met with the Rev. Deborah Blood, our UCC Conference resource and consultant.   
Deborah focused on the essential role that faith, time, confidentiality, openness and consensus decision-
making play in the process of finding a settled minister.  
 
We met twice during the week of October 21, first as a committee and then a few days later with the  
outgoing Profile Committee. Both meetings were productive. 
 
Our committee of seven is both humbled and energized by the task before us.  We are gladdened to be 
working together and to have two co-chairs and a lay chaplain all identified. We are sharing the scribe’s 
duties.  We have already reached consensus on the following: 
 
•   Agreements for working together  
•   Guidelines for maintaining confidentiality  
•   That prayer and scripture will inform our process and decisions 
•   That our meetings will require a combination of relationship building, process and results/action 
 
We will be meeting weekly and will work on assignments between meetings.   
Current assignments include:   
 Continue reading and prepare to further discuss the Profile Report 
 Research consensus decision-making by utilizing UCC and supplemental resources.  Decide as a  
committee how to implement this process in our weekly decision-making so that we are highly skilled  
when it is time to choose a settled minister. 
 
Time 
It takes time to build intra-committee relationships and a shared openness to the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our midst.  We are committed to becoming a discerning people who make decisions based on prayer,  
scripture, our congregation and the purpose of God’s church in this world.  We have been cautioned by 
those with credibility and experience that we must work a process that is not compromised by impatience  
or pressure from within ourselves or from others beyond the committee.  
 
Confidentiality  
The search committee is being held to the highest standard for maintaining absolute confidentiality.   
Anything less will be a disservice to the search process, any applicants, and our larger congregation. It feels 
like an awesome responsibility, because it is. 
 
 

The congregation was asked on October 20, Commission Sunday, to make some promises as well.  On that 
Sunday the congregation promised to give the committee “permission to work in confidentiality….” It’s 
an awesome responsibility for you too.  We need your prayers, your encouragement and patience but  
respectfully ask you to withhold your questions. We have pledged not to discuss the process or the  
candidates outside the committee, except though our verbal and written reports.   
 
 
  



Communication 
The search committee will be providing the Central Board with a monthly update.  To ensure  
confidentiality, the entire committee will draft the updates and cross check any information we share 
with the Board against confidentiality requirements. Committee members will take turns delivering  
the updates. Church-wide updates will be provided as well at intervals to be decided.   
 
We leave you with this quote, excerpted from Beginning Ministry Together:  The Alban Handbook for 
Clergy Transitions: 
 
“In the end, the highest praise a search committee can receive is the comment:  “I never knew any de-
tails of the search, and now I’m happy to meet the new pastor without any preconceptions.” 
 
The Search Committee is asking for all of the congregation to remember them in their daily prayers as 
they navigate this time of discovery and transition.  They have been gifted a great responsibility and can 
use your support through this simple prayer listed below.  There is proven power in prayer and in  
numbers- A very humble Thank you 
 
Almighty God, giver of all good gifts:  Look on your Church with grace and guide the minds of 
those who shall choose a pastor for this congregation, that we may receive a faithful servant who 
will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

 BILOXI BACK BAY MISSION TRIP  
PLANNED DURING SPRING BREAK IN 2020!!! 

 
This year the trip is scheduled to happen during spring vacation 
(April 19-25).  This provides a great opportunity for junior and 
senior high school age students to participate with a parent or 
grandparent.   At this time there are 4-5 persons who have  
expressed interest.  We hope to have a group of at least 8 people  
take part. So, we could use a few more people to come along on  
this unique and rewarding experience. Deadline for signing up is  
December 15th.  Deadline to make a deposit of $150 per person 
is January 19th. If you are interested in this trip, please reach out 
to Peter Sentner or Sue Walters for more information.   



  South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
 Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

     www.southchurchucc.org 

The deadline for submitting 
newsletter articles is the 15th of 
each month by emailing to: 
sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

  

The first candle in Advent represents Hope, as we await the  
coming of  Christ::  
 

“They who hope in the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount  
up with wings like eagles.”  

 

The second candle represents Peace, the peace Christ offers  
to all:  
 

          “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.”  
 

The third candle represents Joy, that lives in our hearts with 
Christ’s coming:   
 

          “I will turn your mourning into joy.” 
 

Today, we light the fourth candle in Advent, symbolizing Love:  
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that  
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish but have everlasting life.”   

Reading crafted by Elizabeth Grant to capture the spirit of  
the 4 Sundays in Advent  

Please complete the information below for both plants and memorial gifts.  The donation is ($13.00 )per  
6 ½ inch pot with 5-7 blossoms OR $6.75 for a smaller plant to be delivered for one of our approx.  
25 homebound folks before Christmas. 

  
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts will be gladly received and will be forwarded in support of Child 
Abuse Prevention Council of York County. 

     $13.00 /plant for a total of $_______ ******    _____ I plan to take my plant home  

              _____ I plan to leave my plant     

              
     $6.75 plant for a homebound person for a total of $___________****** 
 
             Total number of poinsettia plants I have reserved are __ 

Message as it will read in Christmas bulletins: 
 
          

  

 

 

Given by:_____________________________________________ 

 A telephone number in case of questions:__________________ 

Poinsettia Order Form Deadline December 6 


