
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   

Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
  (Nursery Care provided) 
 

Sunday School    10:30 am 
Classes                  
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We are in the midst of our Lenten journey, a season of contemplation and  
reflection set aside by the early church and lasting forty days.  This is rooted by  
the story of Jesus time in the wilderness after His baptism by John in the Jordan 
River and before the beginning of His ministry.   After this lengthy period of time, 
Jesus was tempted three times- staying steadfast to serve and love God despite  
offerings of earthly wealth and spiritual persuasion.   We may not be in desert  
environments here in southern Maine, yet we do know and experience wilderness  
in our lives.   As we go to print, the ripple effects are just being realized of the 
tragic violence in Parkland, Florida on Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day has given 
us stark pause of how we can allow such events in our communities.  It has been 
said that in the sharpness of pain comes clarity to our calling.  Listening to the 
voices of the victims, this Lent takes on powerful meaning for me.... and I hope  
you as well.   
                     Rev. Charles 
 

South Congregational   Church United Church of  Christ 

 March 2018 

 Words from our Minister  

It is true - Pilgrim Lodge summer camp registration information has  
just come out !  An excellent program of  
faith-filled week long camps located on  
Lake Cobbeessee just outside Augusta.   
Take a look at our bulletin board for age  
groupings and various dates.  Scholarship  
support is available through our Maine  
Conference UCC as well as here at home  
through our Women’s Association.    
We anticipate a number of our South Church  
folks attending once again and this includes family camp offerings.  
 

For registration and more information, go to www.pilgrimlodge.org.   

Pilgrim Lodge  
   Lake Cobbosseecontee in West Gardiner 

                    Welcome home Megan Grassi and family from an extended trip  
          to Kenya and the time at Tembea girls school.  What an amazing,  
                     learning experience. We look forward to a time after church to  
                     see pictures and hear stories in the coming weeks. 



  
 
                              Mondays at 10:00am   
                                                     February 12 - March 12 
         Two more Mondays of our Lenten Bible study series with Burt Howe...  
         March 5 and 12 - “They Answered the Call: Ordinary Folks- Extraordinary  
         Faith!"  an introductory study of the men and women who were chosen and  
         called to build Christ's church.   At the church, 10:00– 11:00am.   
         Come and bring a friend. 
 

Lent Bible Study 

 

Lent and Easter Services 

Holy Week Gatherings – We join with others across denominational lines in the week after 
 Palm Sunday leading to Easter: 

 
Palm Sunday, March 25, 10:30am Worship, South Congregational Church 
 
Maundy Thursday remembering the Last Supper - March 29, 7:00pm,      
 Community Worship at Village Baptist Church, Kennebunkport  
 
Good Friday remembering the crucifixion of Christ -  March 30, 7:00pm,   
        Community Worship at Church at Church on the Cape, Cape Porpoise 
 
  Easter Sunrise Community Service - April 1, 6:30am, at Kennebunk Beach 
  
 Easter Sunday Worship 10:30am at South Congregational Church   
                            With Choir and Brass  

For the season of Lent, each week a different child has been 
taking home the “Lent Box” and returning it the following 
week with something/object(s) that signify or remind the child 
of God. It will be opened during “Words to the Children” and 
Rev. Charles will try to discern just what it might convey for 
us all. For example, the first week, this included a key: God 
who opens the door of tomorrow and new chapters of life.   
Thank you Abby and Emily Barter. 
 
We hope this to be creative and bring conversations to our 
homes, to stretch our thinking and sharing of our faith. 



 

                               EASTER FLOWERS 

     Deadline to return this form: Friday, March 23, 2018   
           Easter is just around the corner and in preparation, we will be decorating the sanctuary  
this year with lilies and tulips.  The tulips and lilies have been pre-ordered.  You are invited to 
purchase a plant in honor or memory of someone(s) special, or make a donation to the Pilgrim 
Lodge summer camp scholarships, also in honor or  memory of  someone(s) special.    
       Should any funds remain from the purchase of the plants, the monies will be used for  
Pilgrim Lodge camp scholarships.      
 
 Message as it will read in the Sunday bulletin: 

         ____________________________________ 
         ____________________________________ 
         ____________________________________ 
 

Given by:_______________________________________  phone number: ____________ 
 

                              Please indicate your preference: 

               __    I wish to purchase a plant(s) at $12.00      ____lily     

                                                                                       $10.00     ____tulip 

                 ___ I will take my plant home 

     ___ I will leave my plant for a homebound member    

                                      __    I wish to make a memorial gift to Pilgrim Lodge in lieu of flowers 

Checks may be payable to South Congregational Church. 

Taken from The Sermon on 
the Mount, Matthew 6, the 
banner on the landing was 
done by our Sunday School 
Children.    
 
“Consider the lilies of the  
field and how they grow…”  



Please note - Renovation work in the front office is  
scheduled for this month.  Extra patience and timely  
response of items needed will be greatly appreciated. 

South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

The deadline for  
submitting newsletter  
articles is the 15th of each 
month by emailing to: 
sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

  

  Life Journeys 
 

Weddings   February 4   Susan MacCachran and Harald Ingholt 
     Deaths    February 7  Nancy “Nan” P. Eckfeldt 

“On the Road” 
 

The South Church Chime 
Choir took to the road  
with a performance at 
Huntington Common on 
February 8. A concert   
attended by over 50  
people! 
 

They take to the road next 
on May 17- performing at 
Atria.  All are invited!   

                                            Serving is Different From Helping and Fixing 
In recent years the question how can I help? has become meaningful to many people. But perhaps there is a 
deeper question we might consider. Perhaps the real question is not how can I help? but how can I serve? 
Serving is different from helping. Helping is based on inequality; it is not a relationship between equals. 
When you help you use your own strength to help those of lesser strength. If I'm attentive to what's going 
on inside of me when I'm helping, I find that I'm always helping someone who's not as strong as I am,  
who is needier than I am. People feel this inequality. When we help we may inadvertently take away  
from people more than we could ever give them; we may diminish their self-esteem, their sense of worth, 
integrity and wholeness. When I help I am very aware of my own strength. But we don't serve with our 
strength, we serve with ourselves. We draw from all of our experiences. Our limitations serve, our wounds 
serve, even our darkness can serve. The wholeness in us serves the wholeness in others and the wholeness 
in life. The wholeness in you is the same as the wholeness in me. Service is a relationship between equals. 
Helping incurs debt. When you help someone they owe you one. But serving, like healing, is mutual. There 
is no debt. I am as served as the person I am serving. When I help I have a feeling of satisfaction. When I 
serve I have a feeling of gratitude. These are very different things. 

Serving is also different from fixing. When I fix a person I perceive them as broken, and their brokenness 
requires me to act. When I fix I do not see the wholeness in the other person or trust the integrity of the life 
in them. When I serve I see and trust that wholeness. It is what I am responding to and collaborating with. 
There is distance between ourselves and whatever or whomever we are fixing. Fixing is a form of judg-
ment. All judgment creates distance, a disconnection, an experience of difference. In fixing there is an ine-
quality of expertise that can easily become a moral distance. We cannot serve at a distance. We can only 
serve that to which we are profoundly connected, that which we are willing to touch. This is Mother 
Teresa's basic message. We serve life not because it is broken but because it is holy. 
                                                      Rachel Naomi Remen, adapted from a transcript in theNoetic Sciences Review 


