
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   
 Have you ever noticed the smell of that book you recently bought? I don’t 
know if it’s the ink, glue or paper, but a new book has a smell to it, much like a 
new car has a unique smell. Sometimes the new book smell will take me back to 
early school days when the class text was passed out to each student. Even in  
college, the bookstore always had the same smell. Getting the books was always 
enjoyable but then came the difficult part; reading and understanding what the 
book contained. History, math, science, social studies, art, literature were all  
filled with new and good information, but they required reading, effort and  
understanding. Sometimes great efforts were given, but understanding didn’t  
develop. 

 

 A fifth grade boy had been sorting through a stationer’s stock of greeting 
cards for a long time when a clerk asked him; “Can I help you find what you’re 
looking for, young man - anniversary card for your mom and dad?”  “Not exactly,” 
said the boy, shaking his head. Then wistfully, “You got anything in the line of 
blank report cards?” 

 

 Sometimes Christian life is difficult to understand. The Bible is filled with 
new and good information, but it is sometimes difficult to understand and can even 
appear to be contradictory.  Sometimes, I suspect people take Christianity in  
directions Jesus never intended it to go. There is, however, one thread that is  
consistent throughout the Gospels and it is the one thread that brings everything 
together and makes sense of it all – God’s love for us and this planet is greater  
than we are able to fully grasp and all God wants of us is to accept God’s  
enormous love and live accordingly. When that is understood, then everything  
fits. There is no need to look for a blank report card, because you got it and you  
get an “A+”. 

 
 Peace, Don 
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Life Journeys  
Weddings     September 22     Adrienne Nobel and Matthew Poirier 

Words from our Interim Minister 



   

Christian Education News  

At this time of transition the Christian Education committee has also been undergoing some  
unexpected changes.   
 

In the interest of maintaining and building a strong Sunday school and Youth program we are needing 
some extra time in getting things up and running this school year.   
 

 Our next formal day of Sunday school will be Sunday Oct. 13th.  
 

These next few Sundays the younger members are welcome to attend the nursery after "Words from 
the Minister" and the older children are welcome to stay with their families. 
 

We are also reaching out to the entire congregation for your support and help- we need volunteers to 
teach in the Sunday school program.  There will be a calendar downstairs and online sign up  
going out in the next week- please look for them! 
It will be easy to do-All materials will be made and ready for you each week to grab and go!   
 

Thank you in advance, any questions- contact Abby Troiano or any of the Christian Education 
Committee members. 

By the time you are reading this, we will be putting the finishing touches on the Profile and passing  
the baton to the Search Committee.  Our task was to create a Profile that reflects who we all are as a 
congregation, where we are now in our faith journey and where we want to go.  It has been our  
responsibility to provide ample opportunities for people to express their thoughts through emails, 
group discussions, and the survey, to listen to what you had to say, speak with representatives from 
community organizations and, from all of this, create a document that will call our next pastor. 
 

 The members of the Profile Team wish to express their deep appreciation to all those who  
participated.  114 people submitted the online survey, and over 100 participated in discussion  
groups or emailed answers to “The Question of the Week”.  Many did both.  Special thanks go to  
the following people who hosted discussion groups: 
 

Gail and Don Ayers, Joanne Hulsey and Peter Sentner, Martha Hussey, Jane and Scott Kavanagh,  
Gill Page, Nancy Scott, Sandy and Mike Severance, and the staff at Huntington Common. 
 

Thank you to the Ministry of Caring, Christian Education, Outreach and Central Board for their  
assistance, and to Sandy Severance for the South Church Social History.  Rev. Don Hammond gave  
us insight and encouragement that steadied us.  Thank you, Don. We cannot thank Sarah McComish 
enough for everything she did for us, and for her unfailing patience and support. 
 

Ralph and Susan especially want to acknowledge the hardworking Profile Team:  Rachael Barter,  
Joanna Dillon, Scott Kavanagh, Katie Mooney, Gill Page and Peter Sentner.  Your dedication has  
been inspiring. 
 

We have been meeting every Thursday evening since the first week of May (with time off for the 4th  
of July).  No one knows better than we do that this has been a long process.  However, throughout  
this time, our spirits have been buoyed by your commitment to South Church, to each other, and to 
following Christ’s example through service to others.   
                                     Thank you. Ralph Austin and Susan Twombly, Co-Chairs, Profile Team  

Profile Committee News  



 

   SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC  
    
    Interim Financial Summary      January 1, 2019 - September 30, 2019  
    
           
            Actual        Budget    Difference  
  INCOME         
   Pledges - Member $  143,797    $  171,182    $   (27,385) 
   Non-Pledged                     6,246            6,750              (504) 
   Offertory          6,030          18,000         (11,970) 
   Endowment                   38,124          37,500                624  
   Adams Fund Maintenance  8,000          12,000           (4,000) 
   Miscellaneous Gifts          2,500            2,250                250  
   Other Income (Rentals,       7,490          10,640           (3,150) 
    Weddings, etc.)       
           
  TOTAL INCOME               $   212,187    $  258,322    $   (46,135) 
           
           
  EXPENSES        
   Salaries & Wages $  122,071    $  126,383    $    (4,312) 
   Benefits        33,189          38,437          (5,248) 
   Building Maintenance       10,559          30,000        (19,441) 
   Buildings        10,374          10,995             (621) 
   Central Board               72                388             (316) 
   Christian Education            916            2,625          (1,709) 
   Diaconate          6,363            7,538          (1,175) 
   Fellowship             164               338             (174) 
   Insurance        17,854          17,350              504  
   Library               -               150             (150) 
   Music           4,765            4,918             (153) 
   Newsletter              600               675               (75) 
   Office           4,911            4,879                32  
   Outreach         18,449          19,875          (1,426) 
   Professional Fees             -               -                -  
   Utilities         18,628          17,059           1,569  
           
  TOTAL EXPENSES                 $ 248,915     $ 281,610     $ (32,695) 
           
  INCOME MINUS EXPENSES $  (36,728)    $  (23,288)    $ (13,440) 
           



   South Congregational Church 
 United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
   Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

 

  Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

www.southchurchucc.org 

The deadline for submitting 
newsletter articles is the 15th  
of each month by emailing to: 
sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

  

The Outreach Committee would like the congregation to know there is  
a Medical Equipment Loan Closet locally available.  It is located in the 
Power and Light building in Kennebunk.  Should you want to use  
something from this Closet please call (207) 251-3097. They will assist you 
in obtaining the equipment you are in need of. 

Prayer Shawls – Do you like to knit?  Prayer shawls are made by those  
of the South Community and to be taken to adults or younger person/child 
for comfort in times of need, be it physical health, emotional conflict or 
spiritual quests.  Currently there is yarn to make 3 shawls and there are  
2 prayer shawls available to be to someone in the community or beyond. 
Both yarn (with instructions) and shawls are available in the office. 

     Deacons - In-reach at South Church 


