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To everything there is a season", and the season of transition is upon us at South Church.  We 

are transitioning from Summer into Fall.  We have moved from 9:30 service, to our 10:30 

service with Sunday school returning, along with our outstanding music program.  And, most 

importantly, we are transitioning from our much loved, but retiring minister, Reverend Charles.  

While we will all struggle with the loss and the change after 27 years, we also believe that our 

time together was a gift and that Charles has earned this time to step back and enjoy his 

retirement.  We will miss him very much, but he will remain with us in spirit, and as our Pastor 

Emeritus!  It was unanimously voted at the September 19 Central Board meeting. This is an 

honorary title; it is given to a retiring pastor as a way for the church to recognize such service.  

It is a title that Rev. Charles certainly deserves and accepted with deep gratitude.      

 And, I am delighted to report, we are transitioning to a new Interim Minister.  Central Board 

has approved the Personnel Committee's recommendation of Reverend Donald T. Hammond as 

our interim, beginning in November!    Rev. Hammond is a member of First Congregational UCC 

Church in Boise, Idaho.  He has an excellent history of successful interim callings, having served 

in that capacity for at least 12 interim ministries, from Honolulu, HI to western MA.  By all 

accounts (references were checked nd the Conference vetted him thoroughly) he is an 

intelligent, kind, humorous and effective Interim.  Reverend Hammond currently lives in Idaho 

with his wife, Nancy so they are used to winters!  They both look forward to joining us here!   In 

the meantime, we have some excellent supply ministers that will help us with coverage and we 

get a bit more time to adjust to this season of change and transition.  We are thankful that we 

were so blessed to find an Interim that is so uniquely qualified for South Church and we all pray 

that Rev. Charlie is safe, settling in and enjoying the next step in his transition.      

 

Patti Berger, Central Board Chair 


