
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   

Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
  (Nursery Care provided) 
 

Sunday School    10:30 am 
Classes                  
 

 
  

Inside this issue: 
 Words from  Pastor Don   
 Christian Education   

 Committee News   

 Music News   

 Easter Services  

    

South Congregational    Church United Church of  Christ 

 April 2019 
 Words from our Interim Minister  

A person once told of a fellow passenger she met while traveling on a train.  
Sitting next to her was an 85 year old woman who declared "I finally figured  
out what I want to do with my life – I am enrolling in college". A newspaper  
writer reported a similar story. While interviewing a centenarian woman the  
reporter asked, "do you have any children?" The woman replied, "Not yet". 
 

When is it too late? When is our life no longer about the future?  Is it when we  
get into the routines of family and work? Is it at retirement? Is it when we feel  
the aches and pains of aging? When is it too late? 
 

Scholars tell us the disciples of Jesus ranged from young men to old men (for  
that day's standards of life expectancy). Jesus saw possibilities and hopes in  
everyone. Jesus raised people from the dead which leads me to believe that he  
saw possibilities in people who passed the end of life. So when is it too late  
for dreams, planting seeds or making plans? Is it too late when we become  
convinced there is not enough time? Is it too late when we believe everything  
good is behind us? Is it too late when conditions discourage us? 
 

The message of the Gospel is, it is never too late for God's people to be  
involved in life and the building of God's realm. The Easter Story is about  
both the present and the future. The Easter story is as simple as this; God is  
not giving-up. God is not quitting.  It is not too late and God is still at work.  
You may not be interested in beginning college at age 85, but why not  
attempt something else? It isn't too late. There is much to be done. New and  
exciting adventures can be ahead; adventures that may move you and us a bit  
closer to God's new realm.   It is not too late!             
                                                                   Peace, Don 

Bound for Biloxi, MS. - Pastor Don, Linda Hill, Dayton Goudie, Peter Sentner, 
Susan Walters, Maryfrances and Henry Smith leave for Back Bay Mission  
March 30 and return April 6. Founded in 1921, Back Bay Mission remains  
committed to the welfare of those ‘living on the edge’ and in more recent years,  
impacted by devastating hurricanes in the local communities. It is a mission of our 
United Church of Christ and its year round Easter message of hope and new life. 
Learn more at www.thebackbaymission.org.   



Next month, be watching for information on South Church Scholarship Applications being 
available for those of the church family continuing studies beyond high school graduation. 

From the Deacons  

 

Heartfelt thanks and appreciation go to outgoing deacons Judy Merrow, Susan Twombly, 
and Linda Wiewel for their years of service as Deacons and for their contributions to the 
church and its members.  Welcome to new Deacons Sue Crowell, Joanna Dillon, Carolyn 
Graham, and Megan Ogden.   
 
As we head into spring, please consider serving as an usher, either on occasion or more 
frequently; it’s an easy but important way to serve, and we’d love to have you!  Ask any of 
the Deacons if you have questions, or just sign up on the sheets below the bulletin board in 
the hallway.  

The Outreach Committee is seeking donations of diapers (infant and toddler size ), and baby 
wipes to be distributed to our refugee neighbors during the month of April. Please place your 
items in the container in the front entrance of the church. Many of these refugees are coming 
from war torn areas of the world and need assistance in all areas. 

From Outreach  

From Scholarship  

At the last Deacons meeting it was suggested we involve lay people, perhaps once a 
month, in reading Scripture during Sunday worship. Should you want to participate in 
worship as a reader, then let that be known to Pastor Don or one of the Deacons. 

Sunday gathering with Ministry of Caring Visitors, May 5th:  The Deacons invite our MoC 
Visitor Volunteers, and those who might be interested in our Visiting Outreach program, to 
join us and Pastor  Don for a gathering after church on Sunday, May 5th.  We look forward 
to discussing the mutual gifts of sharing with those church friends who are no longer able to 
attend Church services and other church activities.  For more information, contact Karen 
Searle, ksearle9277@gmail.com. 

From Christian Education 

In Sunday School we are preparing a play for Palm Sunday. We welcome any members of our 
youth who wish to participate. 
 
  
Many thanks to Suzanne Austin and Jane Rolland who came last week to do a special  
presentation about the Heifer Project. The children were able to choose which animals they 
wanted to buy with the $500 from Outreach. We will be presenting more information about this 
on March 31st. 



EASTER MUSIC – April 21 
 

Easter Sunday’s music will require that you hold on to your Easter Bonnet!  Five outstanding trumpeters 
from the Portland Trumpet Ensemble will enhance our Easter service with festival trumpet music for our 
prelude and postlude.  In addition, the Chancel Choir, trumpeters and our organist will present a new  
arrangement of the uplifting “Hallelujah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah oratorio.  The trumpeters will 
also help us raise the roof by joining in on our exciting Easter Hymns.  Come to our Easter service and 
celebrate with us the joy of our risen Christ. 

MUSIC IN LENT 
 

You may have noticed a change in the style and mood of the music during Lent.  The anthems have  
been chosen to reflect the more penitential spirit of the season.  Throughout Lent, the choir has also  
been singing Peter Lutkin’s well known arrangement of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” as our 
benediction response, in place of our standard William Smith’s “Amen, Alleluia”.  On Palm Sunday,  
you will hear the dulcet tones of the Chime Choir and the energetic voices of our Youth Choir. 

  

 

                 THE SOUTH CHURCH  
          MUSIC MINSTRY PROGRAM  
               AQUIRES A NEW PIANO 
 
If you take a moment to look into the choir rehearsal room,  
you will see a shiny new grand piano.  The electric keyboard 
 that has been used for almost 20 years has been replaced, and  
a new 5’ Yamaha Grand Piano now adorns the choir room.   
The new piano will provide much needed and better support  
for our chancel choir.  The sound of the new piano is a  
wonderful addition, even without the Liberace style candelabra! 
 
As it is still in reasonably good playing condition, the old keyboard  
has been moved to the Sunday school area in the basement of the  
Community House for use in our Christian Education Program.   
A great deal of music is incorporated into the program, and  
past musical presentations have required borrowing an  
electric keyboard from outside sources.    

MUSIC SUNDAY – May 12 
 

If you bring your mother to church on Mother’s Day, you will also be treating her to a sacred music feast.  
Music Sunday will be held on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12.  Several Mozart “Church Sonatas”  
for violin and organ will begin and end our service.  Along with other anthems, the Chancel Choir will  
be singing the beautiful Randal Thompson “Alleluia” that was composed at the request of  
Serge Koussevitsky for the opening of the Berkshire Music Center at Tanglewood.   



South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

The deadline for submitting 
newsletter articles is the 15th of 
each month by emailing to: 
sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

  

Life Journeys  

 Palm Sunday    10:30 am   Service at South Congregational Church 
 

 Easter Sunday  5:58am Community Sunrise Service, Kennebunk Beach 
                           10:30am   South Church Worship with Brass, Choir;  
                                                   Nursery Care Only 

Palm Sunday and Easter Services 

                           

  Death    February 25    Ralph Friedrich Clement 
  

Luke 2:15-30 For what does the Lord require of  you, 
but to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly 
with your God.    Micah 6:8 

But Mary kept all these  
things and pondered them 
in her heart.  Luke 2:19 

Love is patient and kind  
...Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.     I Corinthians 13:4-7 

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the  
firmament shows his 
handiwork.  Psalm 19:1 

Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in  
all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.   
          Colossians 3:16 

Share Your Favorite Bible Verse 


