
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   

Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
  (Nursery Care provided) 
 

Sunday School    10:30 am 
Classes                  
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I am an advocate of prayer. I believe it is essential to Christian life, but not  
limited to Christians. It is easy to believe Christians have cornered the market on 
prayer, but not so.  With the expansion of social media, a commonly used phrase 
used in response to someone who is struggling through a difficult time is “thoughts 
and prayers”. That is a kind and well intended phrase. It is an expression of love 
and empathy, but such a phrase requires little more than saying or typing the 
words; “you are in my thoughts and prayers”. 
 

As Christians, we are expected to take love seriously, but serious love usually  
requires more than “thoughts and prayers”. Jesus, in the Golden Rule, did not say. 
“Feel about others as you feel about yourself.” Rather, he said, “Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.” “Love” as Jesus taught, is more than feelings 
and words. “Love” is a verb of action. “Love” is seeing or knowing of something 
that needs a response, which we are capable of making, and doing it (“do unto  
others…”). “Love is not done because it is required. It is done because it is right. 
The Good Samaritan story is not about a man who awoke one morning and 
thought; “I will look for someone in need today and offer prayers”. Later that  
day when he saw a man in a ditch, in need, he responded with action. I believe  
the expectation upon we Christians is just that. When you see a need, respond  
(“do unto others….”). Action is serious love and is more powerful than the well 
intended, but no action required, “thoughts and prayers”.        Don 
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“Lord, make me a channel of your disturbance. 
Where there is apathy, let me provoke, 
Where there is silence, may I be a voice. 
Where there is too much comfort, and too little action, 
Grant disruption. 
 

Where there are doors closed and hearts locked, 
Grant me the willingness to listen. 
 

When laws dictate and pain is overlooked… 
When tradition speaks louder than need… 
Disturb us, O Lord, 
Teach us to be radical. 
 

Grant that I may seek rather to do justice that to talk about it. 
To be with as well as for the poor; 
To love the unlovable as well as the lovely; 
To touch the passion o Jesus in the pain of those we meet; 
To accept responsibility to be church. 
Lord, make me a channel of your disturbance.  - Author Unknown 

This prayer was shared 
from an Interfaith Bible 
Study and used by  
Rev. Don in  
Sunday service,  
January 27, 2019 



On February 11th the Youth group enjoyed 
a fun afternoon of fellowship at the Waterhouse Ice Rink in Kennebunk. Although tempera-
tures were in the twenties the group skated with gusto for over two hours. Hot cocoa, cookies 
and friendship made a cold February afternoon feel a little warmer (in our hearts at least). 
Our next scheduled trip is a tour of the Greek Orthodox Church in Saco on Sunday, 
March 24th at 12:15. This beautiful building is  
decorated with fresco paintings and many religious icons. We look forward to learning more 

Youth Group News 

Sunday School  News 

In Sunday School we continued our exploration of the  
Hebrew Scripture in the story of  "The Tower of Babel". 
We also made Valentines and sent them to Annette  
Scribner, June Short, Rosalie Ober, Joan Mahon, Gordon 
and Anne Miller, Carolyn Graham and Ken Olson, Bette 
and John Ober, Phyllis Russell, Isabelle McNally, and  
Elizabeth Scott.  
 

Happy Valentine's Day from our Sunday School children! 

Our Youth in the Community 

Ever wonder what kinds of things the Youth of South Church are up to in the wider  
community? Here is a wonderful example of how our Youth expresses their faith through 
their work in the world. Eli Grabowski has been participating in the High Schools UNIFIED 
Basketball program. This program pairs people together with and without disabilities. Team 
members train and play games together on the same team.  Visit KHS Athletics for more  
details and full schedule. 

South Church Youth in 
their school play, Aladdin. 



 

                               EASTER FLOWERS 

     Deadline to return this form: Friday, March 23, 2018   
 

Easter is just around the corner and in preparation, we will be decorating the sanctuary  
this year with lilies and tulips.  The tulips and lilies have been pre-ordered.  You are invited to 
purchase a plant in honor or memory of someone(s) special, or make a donation to the Pilgrim 
Lodge summer camp scholarships, also in honor or  memory of  someone(s) special.    
Should any funds remain from the purchase of the plants, the monies will be used for  
Pilgrim Lodge camp scholarships.      
 
 Message as it will read in the Sunday bulletin: 

             ____________________________________ 
         ____________________________________ 
 

Given by:_______________________________________  phone number: ____________ 
 

                              Please indicate your preference: 

               __    I wish to purchase a plant(s) at $12.50      ____lily  

                                                                                       $10.00     ____tulip 

                 ___ I will take my plant home 

     ___ I will leave my plant for a homebound member    

                                      __    I wish to make a memorial gift to Pilgrim Lodge in lieu of flowers 

Checks may be payable to South Congregational Church. 

 : 
 
 
 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 6, 7:00pm Christ Church, Kennebunk 
 
Palm Sunday, April 14, 10:30am Worship, South Congregational Church 
 
Easter Sunrise Community Service - April 21, 5:58am, at Kennebunk Beach 
  
Easter Sunday Worship 10:30am at South Congregational Church   
                            With Choir and Brass  

 

Lent and Easter Services 



South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

The deadline for  
submitting newsletter  
articles is the 15th of each 
month by emailing to: 
sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

  

Beginning in March the Outreach Committee will have a container  
in the front entry of the church. We will be asking the congregation  
for different items on a monthly basis to help our new refugee families 
coming into our area. Many of these families come here with no  
possessions of any kind. They are truly In need of everything.  Large and 
small items. The month of March we are asking you to contribute such 
items as Laundry soap, dishwashing soap and paper products. They will 
be all greatly appreciated,  Thank you 

 If you are considering joining in membership with South  
Congregational Church UCC, then you are invited to express that  
interest to Pastor Don Hammond. The congregation has an informational 
process to help new members understand the covenanted relationship that 
members share. We will coordinate a time when all interested  
people may gather, learn more about each other and talk about our  
common journey. 

In March, Central Board will gather to set goals and begin to discuss 
the process for selecting the Profile Team that will develop the Church's 
prospectus and ongoing vision for the future of South Church.  It's a big 
job, and all of the Church will have a part in it and ownership of the  
final product, but the Profile Team will facilitate it.   
 

I know there have been alot of questions about the process and interest 
in being involved.  Please know that as we move forward, we will keep 
everyone informed and communication open!  Patti Berger, Chair CB 


