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 Bishop W.C. Magee of the Church of England in the 19th Century was   
considered one of the greatest orators of his day.  It was he who said the  
following:     
 

“The only people who make mistakes are dead people.  I saw a man last week  
who has not made a mistake for 4,000 years.  He was a mummy in the Egyptian  
department of the British museum.  No one ever became great or good except 
through many and great mistakes.  The one who makes no mistakes does not  
usually make anything.” 
 

 Though mistakes are never desired in any segment of life, mistakes do  
confirm that someone is at least attempting to do something about something. 
Winston Churchill in October 1941 spoke to the students at Harrow School in  
London. Near the end of his speech he concluded with this:  
 

“Never give in. Never give in. Never, never, never, never--in nothing, great or small, 
large or petty--never give in, except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never 
yield to force. Never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.” 
 

 Sometimes we face difficulties and challenges in our lives, in the world and 
even in the church.  It is easy to be overcome and submit to matters before us.  The 
message of the Gospel is never give-in.  Never be overwhelmed by the magnitude or 
the might of others or what is being faced.  For as long as our efforts are based upon  
our faithful response to an eternal loving God, we have great hope.  Go forward and 
unafraid of mistakes that might be made with your faithful attempts at doing what is 
right and good. Go forward, knowing that God will have God’s own way. Though 
setbacks are common and inevitable in living, God will have what God wants and  
we Christians are invited to share our skills and resources to the building of God’s 
new world. “Never give in!         Don 
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Annual Reports remain available in the office if you have not received one. 
Or simply call 967-2793 and we will get one to you. 

Tuesday, February 12- All Committee Night - at the Community House come  
at 6:00pm for coffee and dessert as we begin the new year together.  Then  
approximately 6:30pm we break into our individual committees. Do check 
with your chairperson for any questions. 



  
 

On December 23rd the Community House was ablaze with activity. Our church Youth Group was 
busily baking dozens of Christmas cookies to deliver to church members in assisted living. Brian, 
Sophia and Dakota Ewy manned the ovens in the upstairs kitchen. Meanwhile Lorelei Ogden, Isabel 
Grabowski, Olivia Bishop, Gillian Camp, Sophia Grassi, Molly and John McKinney and Matthew 
and Bennett Ewy rolled out and prepared the cookie dough for baking. The smell was incredible and 
the kitchen was filled with the happy sounds of chatter about school, family and the upcoming 
Christmas holiday. 
 

Once the cookies cooled they were boxed in pretty Christmas tins and adorned with hand made 
cards. We delivered to Annette Schribner, June Short, Rosalie Ober, Gordon and Anne Miller,  
Carolyn Graham and Ken Olson, Bette and John Ober, Dean Webster, Phyllis Russell, Isabelle 
McNally and Elizabeth Scott. 
 

 Here were some of the things that the Youth Group shared about the experience: 
 

Matthew Ewy: Everyone was very happy to get the cookies and we enjoyed visiting with them. We 
baked snicker doodles. It was fun that my whole family came to help! 
 

Olivia Bishop: Some of the people were not there so we left the cookies in the room as a surprise. 
June Short was in her room and very kind! She showed us all around her house. She showed us her 
most special things like a picture of her and her son. She also showed us all the ornaments on her 
tree that people had given her over the years. Later she telephoned to say "thank you" again. 
 

Bennett Ewy:  The night before Christmas Eve the stars shined bright in the sky as if the angels 
were happy to see a good deed. The people we saw were happy to get fresh baked cookies: snicker 
doodles, chocolate chip and sugar cookies. We heard many wonderful stories from the people at 
Huntington Common when we delivered our church's gift to them. 
 

Sophia Grassi:  This Christmas our church Youth Group baked and delivered cookies to members 
of our church in assisted living. I had a wonderful visit with Elizabeth Scott. She told us all about 
growing up in a small town in Vermont where her father was the physician. " He did everything 
from delivering babies to fixing broken arms". She told us about singing in the all girls choir at her 
church all the way through High School. She said she will never forget when her father fell asleep 
during one of their songs after being out "On Call" the night before. 
 

On December 23rd we learned again that it is "better to give than receive".   
A simple thing that makes a deep and lasting impression in the hearts and minds of our young  
people.  

Youth Group News 



“Lord, when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee?”  We all know how awkward we feel, 
attending some gathering where we don’t know anyone.  It can feel doubly hard for a newcomer at 
church, looking for connection as part of the worship experience yet surrounded by unfamiliar faces.  
Please be sure to notice those seated near you in church who you do not know, and greet them warmly 
after the service.  Ask their names, introduce them to others, invite them for coffee, and let them know 
they are welcome any time.  A warm smile and a friendly greeting is part of who we are here at South 
Church. 

 

News from the Deacons 

Volunteers Needed for the Ministry Of Caring Program! 

The South Church Ministry of Caring Visit Program extends fellowship, conversation, and caring to 
fellow church members and friends who are homebound.  These homebound church friends are paired 
with Ministry of Caring Volunteers, through visits, calls, cards, and  conversation, reminding them that 
they are still a part of our church community.  Currently we have 18 individuals and couples who need 
support from this program, and we do not have enough visitors to cover the need.  We need more  
volunteers!  
 
Please consider joining this important ministry!  The time-commitment is not extensive.  You can  
sign up to visit several people, or just one.  You only need to visit once every 4-6 weeks, depending  
on preferences and schedules, and visits only last about 20-30 minutes (we have found that much of  
that time is spent listening!)  Typically, two visitors are assigned to each person on the Visit List,  
alternating visits, which reduces the need for frequent visits by one person, and maximizes the  
church connection.  This time of year is bleak, cold, and dark.  Many cannot get out at all, or certainly 
not in bad weather.  Our church has a wonderful long history of caring, fellowship and community;  
this is an important and rewarding way to serve.  For more information, please contact our Deacon  
coordinator, Karen Searle at 985-3834 or by text or e-mail at ksearle9277@gmail.com  

 
 
 
Your South Church Board of Outreach is looking for quilters (novice to expert: pattern choice is up 
to you) who might be interested in getting together a few times to make some Project Linus Quilts.  
Project Linus is a nonprofit organization that accepts new, handmade quilts and blankets to be donated 
to babies, children and teens in need of some extra love. (Think of the security blanket toting Linus of 
“Peanuts” fame). The dates we are considering are February 11th, 16th, 25th and/or March 2nd.  
If you are interested in participating in any or all of these dates, please email  
Jane Rolland at jrolland1@outlook.com or call her at (207) 232-0698.  
 
If there is enough interest, we will set up a meeting to decide details. If you are unable to participate  
on any of those days but have some quilting fabric from your stash to donate or are willing to do some 
cutting ahead of time, please let us know that as well.  Thank you for contacting Jane as soon as  
possible. We will plan to have a few more “Sew Good!” events in the future if this is a success.  
Thank you. 

SEW GOOD SEW GOOD SEW GOOD 

News from Outreach  
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Looking Ahead ~ Annual Meeting has allowed us to gather, review last 
year and nominate the committee members for 2019.   We still have  
openings on Christian Ed, Music and Fellowship committees ~ so please 
let us know if you're interested!   
 

In February, we will have All Committee Night.  This is when the  
different Church committees gather, first for fellowship (and dessert!)  
and then break into committees to discuss and plan for the upcoming year.   
 

In March, Central Board will gather to set goals and begin to discuss the 
process for selecting the Profile Team that will develop the Church's  
prospectus and ongoing vision for the future of South Church.  It's a big 
job, and all of the Church will have a part in it and ownership of the final 
product, but the Profile Team will facilitate it.   
 

The final Profile is what the Search committee will utilize when selecting 
candidates for our settled pastor position.  I  know there have been alot  
of questions about the process and interest in being involved.  Please  
know that as we move forward, we will keep everyone informed and  
communication open!   
 

Happy New Year!  Patti Berger, Chair, Central Board 


