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Order of Worship 

April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Prelude          Joy In The Morning                                                          Joel Raney  

             Copyright: 1977 & 2013 Hope Publishing Co.  

        

Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader: This is the call! 

  Face this new day, even when you aren’t sure. 

People: We lift up our heads to meet the day. 

Leader:  Get ready for life, for life is all around. 

People: We fortify our hearts with compassion and action. 

Leader:  If rain still lingers, open the umbrellas of hope and set out anyway. 

People: For we are called to dance again! 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
Holy One, Justice-Seeker, Lover of Creation – 

You set this world in motion and gave it life. 

Turn us to you when our steps are not sure. 

Come and dance with us, engage with us, as we seek you – 

so that we can be risen with Christ and in Christ. 

Be with us now, we pray together saying 

  “Our Father…. 
 

Affirming the Peace Among Us 
The peace of the risen Christ is with you! 

And also with you! 

You are invited to turn to the people around you  

and wave as a sign of graceful greetings this day. 
 

Scripture Reading    Luke 24:36b-48 (NRSV, adapted) 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing 

a ghost. Then Jesus said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 

your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 

for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 

 
 

  

Benediction 
Leader: We have heard the risen Jesus speak peace  

  and offer us hope through his very body. 

  We have danced with dreamers past and present. 
 

People:  Send us forth now, O God,  

   to live in the freedom of the peace that you still speak to us, 

   making our steps more sure each and every day. 
 

Leader:   And may the Loving God, 

   Risen Christ, 

   and Dancing Spirit  

   fill you with all you need 

   for the days ahead. 

               And all God’s people said, 

People: “Amen!" 

 

Postlude                 Thine Is The Glory                                      Gordon Young  

                            Copyright: 1982 Hope Pub. Co. 
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And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to 
eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

    

Message to Children of All Ages 
 

Hymn  “Come and Join the Celebration” 

                (Tune: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing") 

Come and join the celebration! Praise the Lord and gladly sing. 

Hear the gospel proclamation: God in Christ changed everything! 

Tell again the wondrous story; let your praises rise above. 

God, we sing and give you glory for your everlasting love. 
 

Sing with joy, for on a Sunday friends of Jesus went to grieve. 

Soon they found his tomb was empty; telling others, they believed. 

God of miracle and wonder, Jesus died and lives again. 

Death has lost, for you are stronger; all creation sings, "Amen!" 
 

Sing with joy, each generation! Sing with those who've gone before. 

Join the kingdom celebration, old and young, both rich and poor. 

We have life, for we're forgiven; where, O death, is now your sting? 

Born of dust, we're claimed for heaven, so let all God's people sing. 

  

Litany for Joy (based on Psalm 98 v 1-9 Adapted) 
Sing new songs to the wonder working God 

God’s good is working like a hand and arm to win us. 

There is an announcement:  We are all saved 

all nations can participate in God’s righteousness. 

We are remembered in God’s love and  

To the ends of the earth salvation will spread to the house of Israel; 

Make a joyful noise to the God, all the earth all the ends of the earth. 

  Let joyful sounds ring out in bells and songs. 

If you play the guitar, play it in joy, if you play the flute blow it with gladness.  

  If you can drum or dance or sing, go ahead in joy! 

 

 

Trumpets and pianos and oboes join in! 

  Let your voice be raised in an alleluia to our God. 

May the sea resound, and all that fills it, the world, and all who dwell in it. 

      Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy. 

Because only one will judge us:  Our sovereign and sweet God. 

And we will be judged with equity and grace. 

 

Sermon    Dancing While in our Joy 
 

Time for Reflection 
 

Call to Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
 

Pastoral Prayers 
 

Joining Prayer (in unison) 
Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart, 
teach me to move in the power of your Spirit, 

teach me to move in the light of your presence, 

teach me to dance to the beat of your heart. 

 

Prayer response (in unison) 
Teach me to pray in the power of Easter, 

following Christ in a life resurrected, 

teach me to act with compassion and justice, 

teach me to dance with the beat of your heart. 

    … 
 

Leader:  Be with each of us now.  

  May the dance of your Spirit ever call us  

  to engage with you and with the needs around us.  

  Lead us; guide us; surround and fill us. 

  Let us pray together; 

People: Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

Unison: 
Teach me to love with your heart of compassion, 

teach me to trust in the word of your promise, 

teach me to hope in the day of your coming, 

teach me to dance to the beat of your heart.  Amen. 


