
 
BE THE BRIDGE  ~ PURSUING GOD’S HEART  

Book Discussion of Racism and Reconciliation  
for South Church and Friends 

 
How do we connect our quest for racial justice with God’s heart? 

 
What: Virtual Book Discussion using Zoom, facilitated by Joanne Hulsey 
and Susan Walters  
 
Who: Members, friends of South Church, and community members 
interested in a Bible-based approach to ending racism 
 
When:  Two groups to fit your scheduling needs. Each group will meet four 
times, with 2 weeks between meetings.   
Group A: Tuesdays @ 5:30 - 7:00 (EST) August 4, 18; September 1, 15 
Group B: Thursdays @ 3:00 - 4:30 (EST) August 6, 20; September 3, 17 
 
Where:  Zoom from the comfort of your home. Technical support is 
available if you are not familiar with Zoom.  
 
Why: “This caring book has awakened the stirrings of my heart. It is helping 
me to find my path toward Racial Justice both as a Christian and as a citizen. 
(Claudia Truesdale, South Church member) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
1. Who is sponsoring this program?  
This virtual book discussion is supported by South Church’s Christian 
Education Committee and Pastor Scott.   It is an extension of the Circle 
Conversations about racism and white privilege held at South Church in 
June 2019.  Our first Be The Bridge (BTB) group met in June 2020.  
 
2. How do I get a copy of the book? 
Books can be ordered on line. The approximate cost of the book is $12.50 
on Amazon. It ships free with a Prime membership.   It takes 10-14 days to 
get the book from Amazon because of its popularity.  
 
The book is also available instantly on Kindle for $11.99.   
 



South Church has some copies of the book available. If you would like one, 
let us know as soon as possible. Donations towards the cost of the book 
are welcome but not required.  
 
3.  How do I sign up? 
  
Contact Susan Walters or Joanne Hulsey by phone or email. 
 
Susan’s contact information: Cell:  207-468-0273 
E-mail:  mainebeachroses@gmail.com 
 
Joanne Hulsey’s contact information:  Cell:  590-5047 
E-mail:  jhulsey@roadrunner.com 
 
4. What if I need help using Zoom? 
 
You will receive an invitation for a recurring meeting with the password.  
Save the invitation and the password.  You simply click the link, enter the 
password and you will be invited in by the meeting organizer. 
If you have not used Zoom and need help getting started, we can provide 
support.  
 
5. Why was this book selected?  
 
Be The Bridge is one of many bestselling books on racism and white 
privilege. We chose it because it is  faith based and strongly rooted in the 
Bible .  
 
Be The Bridge is a New York Times Bestseller and an ECPA Bestseller.  
It has also received a Christianity Today Book Award .  
 
Author Latasha Morrison has been described as “A leading advocate for 
racial reconciliation who calls Christians to move toward deeper 
understanding in the midst of a divisive culture.”  
 
6. How much ‘homework’ is there?  
The book is just over 200 pages in length.  We read about 50 pages for 
each session.  Reflection questions are provided for each meeting.  
 
7. Can you tell me more about the book?  
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Here’s a review from Amazon; 
“In an era where we seem to be increasingly divided along racial lines, 
many are hesitant to step into the gap, fearful of saying or doing the wrong 
thing. At times the silence, particularly within the church, seems deafening. 
  
But change begins with an honest conversation among a group of 
Christians willing to give a voice to unspoken hurts, hidden fears, and 
mounting tensions…In this perspective-shifting book, author  Latasha 
Morrison examines the historical complexities of racism. She expertly 
applies biblical principles, such as lamentation, confession, and 
forgiveness, to lay the framework for restoration. 
  
Along with prayers, discussion questions, and other resources to enhance 
group engagement, Be the Bridge presents a compelling vision of what it 
means for every follower of Jesus to become a bridge builder-committed to 
pursuing justice and racial unity in light of the gospel.” (Amazon) 
 
8. How big will the groups be?   
Groups are limited to 8, in order to allow everyone to participate.  
 
9. What if I am interested, but the times don’t work for me? 
Let us know about your interest. We will schedule more groups as needed. 
There may be others with the same problem! 
 
10. What do participants say about BTB?  
 
“This book and our discussion have helped me more fully understand our 
country’s history of racism and how I have been shaped by it.  I believe that 
this is the kind of inner work that is essential to ending racism.” (Peter 
Sentner, Kennebunk/South Church) 
 
“If you have an interest in history and the present condition of racism, this 
book will broaden your knowledge and add a Biblical perspective on racism 
and reconciliation from a new angle.” (Rayna Farrell, St. Maries, 
Idaho/Presbyterian Church of St. Maries.)  
 
”As a white Christian entangled in systemic racism, I appreciated being 
able to read and discuss with others what Jesus teaches and God requires 
in response to racial injustice.” (Joanne Hulsey, Kennebunk/South Church)     
 



”I joined the discussion reluctantly and came out energized. “Be The 
Bridge” is a factual view of history, Christianity, and racial activity. We 
all listened to each other. I took away something important and felt 
encouraged.” (Sue Carrington, Lyman/Trinity Episcopal Church Saco 
 
 


