
 

   
Our Mission is to be an 
inclusive community of  

faith that preaches  
the word of God,  

teaches the love of Jesus 
Christ and reaches out 

to all through the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

An Open and Affirming 
       Congregation 

   

When I was a child and heard “old people” talking, their speech was filled with 
words and sentences difficult for me to understand.  My grandmother spoke in 
such a way. Those “old folks” did not speak as we kids spoke or our parents or 
other kid’s parents spoke. In my young mind I wondered, will I need to learn how 
to speak English differently as the “old people” speak when I become old?  
Eventually I figured it out. The “old folks” were immigrants from Italy, Germany, 
Poland, Ukraine, Russia etc. and unlike me, their first language was not English,  
so they spoke English with an accent from their first language.  
 

As a boy, I attended Sunday school and listened to other “old people” speak about 
things that were equally unusual to understand.  They told stories of people from 
long ago. They were ancient people who did strange and bazaar things like turning 
into salt pillars for looking the wrong way, selling a younger brother into slavery 
(even though I would have done the same with my brother at that time) and some 
fringe guy named John who ate locust – grasshoppers for lunch? All of that was 
odd and difficult to understand, I wondered; will I need to be and speak oddly 
when I become old?”  
 

Those “old people” Sunday school teachers also told stories about other people 
from long ago. I liked the stories of Jesus loving little children, his care for the 
poor, the ill and the neglected as well as his love for the fortunate people.  I heard 
that accent and because of it, I had my first sense of how I wanted to speak when I 
became “old”. I wanted my primary language to have accents of “love”.  I suppose 
the “old folks” teaching those stories in my Sunday school did breakthrough to me. 
 

We all speak with “accents”, the option we are given as Christians is to choose 
what accent we will use?  Jesus’ accent was strong with love.  Is “love” your  
accent? How will you speak when you are “old?        Love, Don 
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“I am the Way”  Stewardship Sunday, November 10  
 

As a faith congregation, we are here as stewards to spread the light as we respond  
to the many needs around us: in our community, our country, and far beyond.   
 

We can offer our time, we can offer our talents and we can offer our financial  
support. Lives are touched each year by the gifts and programs of South Church.  
Among them are participating at the Springvale home build for Habitat for  
Humanity, serving meals at Bon Appetite, and our commitment to providing  
support to immigrant families in Biddeford and Maine.   
 

This week  you will receive in the mail, a letter summarizing the programs and the 
vision for the coming year. It will include the 2020 Budget Narrative and a pledge 
card to reflect your support and the faith we share together as we gather on  
Stewardship Sunday, November 10.   The Stewardship Committee 



    

The Chimes Choir rehearsing before service.   
Left to right:  Connie Plaisted, Kathy Brandes,  
Liz Baker, Elizabeth Grant, Pat Howe,  
Carol Mahany, Lesley Reilly, David Brandes  
(not pictured: Carolyn Graham).    

Commissioning of the Search Committee and Thank You to the  
Profile Committee Given by Pastor Don during worship service  

on October 20, 2019 

          Search Committee                   Pastor Don                        Profile Committee 
(l-r) Suzanne Austin, Mike Severance, Greg Scott,         (l-r) Susan Twombly, Ralph Austin,   
Joanne Hulsey, Curt Mildner, Kathy Ewy                  Rachael Barter, Joanna Dillon, Gill Page, 
and Abby Troiano.                       Scott Kavanagh and Peter Sentner.  
                         (Not pictured Katie Mooney) 

Chimes Choir Celebrates Third Anniversary!   
This fall marks the third anniversary of the South Church Chimes Choir!  Created and  
directed by Music Director David Brandes, the group now numbers eight players, and has 
over two octaves of hand chimes.  The original chimes set was given in 2016 by former 
member Stephanie Williams in memory of her husband Rowland.  The Chimes Choir plays 
approximately once a month, and is a wonderful addition to South Church’s vibrant music 
program.  See the display on the Bulletin Board for behind-the-scenes pictures and  
explanations!   

Taco Night at the Community House! The Youth 
Group met on Sunday night, October 23, downstairs  
at the Community House The evening began with   
delicious homemade tacos (thank you Kathy Ewy!) 
Then a discussion of the Parable of the Spoon,  
decorating and stuffing new activity bags for the  
children in worship service and ending the evening 
playing games. A good time was had by all - a great 
success! 



 

 Time to sign up for Advent Wreath Candle Lighting/Reading   
Advent comes early this year, with the first Sunday in Advent being Sunday December 1.  On each  
of the four Sundays in Advent and at both Christmas Eve services, members of the congregation  
light the Advent Wreath candles and read accompanying Scripture and other selections.  If you are 
comfortable managing the stairs to the chancel, lighting candles, and reading in front of the  
congregation, consider signing up--with a partner, or a friend, or as a family (ideally a minimum  
of two people).  A signup sheet is on the hall table, or contact Deacon Chair Elizabeth Grant 
 elizabethgrant56@gmail.com.   

BILOXI MISSION TRIP HAPPENING DURING SPRING BREAK IN 2020!!! 
Planning is beginning for the 2020 mission trip to the Back Bay Mission (BBM) in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
Presently there are four people (2 adults and 2 students) who have signed up for the trip and we are  
looking for additional volunteers.  This year the trip occurs during spring vacation (April 19-25).  This 
provides an great opportunity for junior and senior high school age students to participate with a parent 
or grandparent.  BBM offers a variety of work settings, including a day shelter for homeless persons, 
food pantry, soup kitchen, and building rehabilitation.  A planning meeting for interested persons will  
be held on November 10th at 11:45am.  If you are interested or curious about this trip, please come!   
If you have questions, please reach out to Peter Sentner or Susan Walters.  

Grace Street Ministry- an outreach program for those experiencing homelessness in Portland –we are 
again collecting 25 or so sweatshirts and hoodies in sizes L, XL and XXL.   As well as seeking  
$5 Dunkin Donut gift cards for that program to distribute which allows an individual to seek shelter and 
warmth as a customer during the winter.  Any donations for this program would be gratefully  
received.  A box  in the front hallway awaits your support. 

During the worship service on Sunday,  
September 29, Kennebunk Police Chief Bob McKenzie 
and Ms. Katie Rodriques gave informative talks on 
Opioid addiction in our society. Katie related her  
compelling journey from Opioid addiction to recovery 
with numerous rehabilitation events and several  
incarcerations along the way.   

South Church Membership Class -Should you be considering joining in membership with South 
Church? You may share your interest with Pastor Don or Elizabeth Grant, Chair of Deacons.  We are 
prepared to offer a “new member” class.  

The Circle of Giving gift shop offers our congregation a unique opportunity to choose alternative gifts 
for friends, loved ones, neighbors, teachers, and others, and to reconnect with the real meaning of 
Christmas. Each year, the Outreach Committee selects charities for the shop, always including a mix of 
local, national and global. The shop will be open during coffee hour, beginning the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving through December 22nd. Chose from the following organizations this year: Community 
Harvest, Community Outreach Services, Doctors Without Borders, Good Shepherd Food Bank, 
Habitat for Humanity, Lucky Pup Rescue, Water for People and York County Shelter Program. 
New this year: Caring Unlimited, Heifer International, Special Surfers(Kennebunk) and The 
Travis Mills Foundation.   
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Life Journeys 
Weddings     October 13    Colby Marvin and Andrew Bracy 
 
Deaths          October 12     Ann  Garside Perkins 
                      October 23     Nancy Twambly Fowle Spooner 

Pictures in this newsletter taken by King Montgomery 

You are invited to a Community Conversation about Racism and 
White Privileged on Friday, November 8 from 6:30-8:00 pm at the  
Community House. This reflective process is open to all who were unable 
to participate last spring. FMI contact Sue Walters (468-0273) or  
Joanne Hulsey (590-5047).  


