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In this season after our celebration of the birth of Christ, we continue to reflect upon 
the impact of God's 'Word Becoming Flesh' for our world and in our lives.  It is a 
rich time of pondering and in a most fitting way, leads us to Lent which begins on 
Ash Wednesday, February 14 this year.  Spiritual discipline is in need of continuous 
attention just as our new year's resolutions mirror our desire for making healthy 
shifts in our daily living.  How might I be more welcoming of others?  How might I 
be less judging of others?  How might I let go of that which 'I want' for the greater 
good of the community?  What is God saying to me in the current circumstances of 
my life?   The honest living of these questions can lead us to more meaningful days, 
a great gift.  Perhaps Christmas isn't over just yet. 
                                                                          Rev. Charles 

South Congregational Church       United Church of  Christ 

From our first gathering in 1838 to today, South Church gathered once again for  
its Annual Meeting following the worship service on January 21. Following a  
delicious luncheon prepared by Megan and Steve Ogden, Steve Grabowski; Patti  
Berger called the meeting to order and led us through the reports as printed in the 
Annual Report.  All were accepted as presented along side several elaborations.  
This included Rev. Charles stating our largest group ever has signed up to  
volunteer at Back Bay Mission in Biloxi MS  this spring and how transforming  
this experience continues to be.  The budget was presented by our Treasurer,  
Wayne Brockway. It was passed as printed. The Nominating Committee report  
was also passed as presented. The final item of business regarding recommended 
amendments to the bylaws was briefly discussed and passed.  With no other  
business to come before the body, the meeting was adjourned.  Many thanks to  
all who serve on our many committees as well as our dedicated and skilled church 
staff. 
 

Annual Reports remain available in the office if you have not received one. Or  
simply call 967-2793 and we will get one to you. 

 

 Life Journeys 
 

   Confirmation Class/New Members  January 7 
         Kiara Davis, Sophia Ewy, Jillian Lapoint, Graham McLaughlin,  
 Alex Miale 
 

   Deaths   January 9     Mark S. "Bear" Emmons 
                  January 18   Nancy Ann Dibble 



  
 

An open invitation– Lent Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Burt Howe.  "They Answered the Call:  
Ordinary Folks--Extraordinary Faith!"  Join us Mondays from 10:00 to 11:00 (Feb. 12th through 
March 12th) for a introductory study of the men and women who were chosen and called to build 
Christ's church.   Each session we will focus on the Apostles and the leading/leader women of the 
New Testament as we make application to our own faith calling to help build the church.   
 

We'll be meeting in the church library/fellowship room, morning coffee provided. 

Our chime choir goes on the road this month on Wednesday, February 7, presenting their music  
at Atria in Kennebunk at 2:00pm   The very next day- February 8- they will be at Huntington  
Common, in Kennebunk at 3:00pm. If you are in the neighborhood, you are more than to welcome 
to come and listen.  Thank you choir members for taking the gospel light to the wider community. 

     You Should Know 

A new flower chart is up and ready for your signatures!  Take a look on the table outside the  
office.  On the date you select, you may bring a plant from home, flowers from your garden or 
place an order with a local florist of your choice.  Wording for the bulletin may include “in honor 
of” or “in memory of “ as you may choose.    

The gift of a prayer shawl is a quiet ministry that goes forth from our doors.  We provide the yarn 
and instructions to anyone wishing to knit one (ask Sarah in the office).  We currently have a few 
ready for distribution.   If you know of a church member of neighbor who might welcome this 
hand-made item for comfort and reminder of being held by God and this congregation; simply  
let Rev. Charles know or one of our Deacons. 
 

Communicate!  Did you know that we have a page on Facebook?  Have you been on our website 
lately?  The Communications Committee has been working to find ways to bring more current  
information to you through digital channels.  We have become accustomed to getting the monthly 
newsletter (print or digital versions) as well as emails that are sometimes sent out mid-month with 
news.  We are trying to expand that to include updates on Facebook and our website.  Partnering 
with David Brandes and the Music Committee, the website is testing a new design and more  
frequent updates.  Check us out and “like” us! 
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/South-Congregational-Church-UCC-Kennebunkport-
564084093983577/ 
Website:  http://www.southchurchucc.org/ 

Initial conversations are just beginning amongst several churches in the Kennebunks to gather 
young people for a ‘combined youth group’. Too early to say what that might look like but intent 
is currently looking at the middle high age youth.  If you are interested in attending a meeting of 
other parents to support this an endeavor or offer volunteer leadership, do let Rev. Charles know 
right away. 



Tuesday February 13 - Mardi Gras - Benefit supper - 5:30-7:00pm at the Community House!!    
Come meet and support our 23 individuals heading to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi MS on this year's  
mission trip in April.  Make a donation  at the door and enjoy a great meal.    
 

You may / may not know that Mardi Gras ~ 'Fat Tuesday'~ comes from the tradition of using up the 
lard/butter/fats in the cupboard before Lent begins the next day - Ash Wednesday.  For this event, 
we combine two traditions: the pancake/sausage supper with southern cuisine of Jambalaya, Beans 
and Rice, Corn Casserole, King Cake all together in a spirited gathering.    And bring a friend ! 

Tuesday, February 6 - All Committee Night - at the Community House come at 6:00pm for  
coffee and dessert as we begin the new year together.  Then approximately 6:30pm we break into 
our individual committees. Do check with your chairperson for any questions 

Mark Your Calendar 

February 14 - Ash Wednesday - A community service takes place this year at the Wells  
Congregational Church UCC, 7:00pm.  An open invitation to mark this period of forty days  
preceding Easter.  A community choir rehearsal precedes before the service 

April 6-8 - Coming to Portland, the NEW ENGLAND WOMEN’S CELEBRATION of our United 
Church of Christ, “A Seat at the Table” is the theme and will include workshops, displays, music 
and more.   Keynote speaker is Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC Executive Minister of Justice and  
Witness.   A most timely gathering and speaker given the times in which we are living.    
 

Amongst other speakers will be Rev. Deborah Blood, UCC Maine Conference Minister who was 
with us this past fall.   A unique opportunity for us to have such an event taking place just up the 
road.  More information is on the hallway bulletin board or at www.uccwomenscelebration.org .  
Financial aid is available for those wishing to attend yet with limited resources. 

 

Sunday Fellowship 
Coffee Hour flowers 

arranged and  
provided by  

Sandy Severance.   
Thank you Sandy! 

Photos by King Montgomery 



South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

PO Box 414 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 

Phone: 207/967-2793 
Fax: 207/967-5672 

www.southchurchucc.org 
 

The deadline for submitting newsletter  
articles is the 15th of each month by 
emailing to: sarah@southchurchucc.org.    

 
 

 “Maine is a joy in the summer.  
But the soul of Maine is more apparent in the winter.”  

                                                                               Paul Theroux 
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